Rheumatoid pleural effusion: response to intrapleural corticosteroid.
The management of a patient with a large symptomatic rheumatoid pleural effusion is described. Thoracentesis and bed rest gave only short term modest benefit. A more lasting and beneficial response was obtained with an intrapleural injection of (120 mg) depomethylprednisolone acetate. This treatment is a useful interim measure until disease suppressive therapy gives systemic control.